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scription is given of the various details to be followed, and precau¬ 
tions to be observed, in the operation of resection of the pylorus. 

Mr.J.K. Barton records a case of CEsophagotomy to Remove a For¬ 
eign Body: the foreign body was a steel roller, belonging to a sewing 
machine, and the patient was a child. Where primary union does not 
occur in the oesphagus after operation, the author deems it to be the 
best plan to feed the patient—not through the mouth—but through the 
wound by the means of a catheter or india-rubber tube. Mr. Kendal 
Franks contributes a paper on “Nephrolithotomy,” and Mr. Thornley 
Stoker one upon “Some Elements of Success in Excision of the 
Knee-Toint.” The three factors of superlative importance in these 
cases he considers to be (1) complete removal of all diseased struct¬ 
ures ; (2) relative permanence of dressings ; (3) thorough fixation of 
parts. An interesting case of sarcoma of the tonsil is recorded, with 
remarks by Mr. H. G. Croly. The concluding paper of the surgical 
section is on the “Contrast between Laparo-Colotomy and Lumbar 
Colotomy” by Dr. C. B. Ball. There are several of surgical interest 
in the pathological section, and notably one by Mr. H. Q. Swanzy on 
“A Case of Fibro Sarcoma of the Orbit,” on “Trephining in Epilepsy” 
by Mr. Wheeler, and one by Dr. Bennett, on “Fracture of the Is¬ 
chium.” The illustrations throughout the volume are well done, and 
there is evidence everywhere of careful editing. 

The Principles of Cancer and Tumour Formation. By W. 

Roger Williams, F.R.C.S. London, John Bale & Sons, 1888. 

This volume of 196 pages is intended, in the words of the author as 
“An Introduction to a Contemplated Treatise on the Pathology and 
Treatment of Cancer and Tumor Formation, of which it forms the 
first part.” In the chapter on reproduction the author states, “I 
have arrived at the important conclusion that the processes of repair 
and reproduction of lost parts, and the various morphological varia¬ 
tions, including bud cancer and tumor formations, are nothing but 
more or less abortive attempts of certain cells to reproduce new indi¬ 
viduals_whence it follows that the laws of reproduction are also the 

laws of cancer and tumor formation.” Chapters follow on “The Evo¬ 
lution of Vegetable Neoplasms,” and on “Tfhe Evolution of Animal 
Neoplasms,” in which the leading idea embodied in the quotation 
above given is worked upon. In the latter chapter, the theory that 
cancer is a blood disease is refuted, and the author expresses his con¬ 
sonance with the views of De Moyan that a tumor from the first is a 
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living self-dependent formation,capable of continual growth by virtue of 
its own power of using the nutritive materials supplied to it. 

The book is an honest and for the most part, praiseworthy attempt 
to throw light upon the subject with which it deals. It contains many 
interesting details in regard to vegetable pathology, to the study 
of which of late more attention has been directed, and of this sub¬ 
ject the author exhibits throughout his pages a considerable knowledge. 

H. P. Dunn. 

Transactions of the Royal Medical and Chirurgical Societv of 

London. 1887. Vol. 70. 

Th's volume is quite up to the level of of its predecessors in surgi¬ 
cal interest. Perhaps the most important of its contents are a series 
of three papers on the treatment of aortic aneurism by the introduc¬ 
tion of wire into the sac. Also in relation to aneurism is a paper by 
Messrs. John Langton and Anthony Bowlby entitled “A Case of Multiple 
Embolism of the Arteries of the Extremities Followed by the Formation 
of Aneurisms with Remarks on the Relations of the Embolism to 
Aneurism. And, again there is a paper by Mr. Savory “On the Effect 
upon the Femoral Artery of its Ligature for the Cure of Popliteal 
Aneurism.” 

For convenience of reference, the individual papers of importance in 
this volume will be or have been dealt with in our index department 
rather than here. 

There is also a valuable series of papers relating more or less to 
abdominal surgery, namely Mr. Treves’ on Ricter’s hernia, Mr. 
Knowsley Thornton’s “Three Hundred Additional Cases of Complete 
Ovariotomy and Twenty Cases of Exploratory Operation”. Mr. Arthur 
Barker’s “Case of Intussusception of the Upper End of the Rectum 
Due to Obstruction by a New Growth ; Excision of the Intussuscep- 
tum ; Suture of the Remaining Bowel; Complete Recovery.” Mr. 
Godlee’s “Case of Obstruction of One Ureter by a Calculus, ac¬ 
companied by Complete Suppression of Urine.” Mr. Parker’s “Case 
of Suppression of Urine, Following Injury to a Sacculated Kidney Con¬ 
taining Calculi, the Other Kidney being Entirely Disorganized.” And 
Mr. Bennett’s paper on “Some Dangers Connected With the Use of 
the Aspirator as a Means of Relieving the Distended Urinary Blad¬ 
der ” 



